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PRESS NOTE 
 
 

VILLAGE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER ARRESTED FOR 
DEMAND AND OBTAINMENT OF BRIBE RS.50,000/- FOR 

ISSUING WEALTH CERTIFICATE 
 

  The complainant Tr.Lavakumar, is residing at Manur 

Panchayat, Tirunelveli District. On 13/04/2023 the complainant 

had applied for obtaining wealth certificate at Pillaiyar Kulam 

Village Administrative Office, Tirunelveli District.  On 17/04//2023 

the complainant approached Tr.Arul Michal Santhiyagu, Village 

Administrative Officer, Pillaiyarkulam Village Administrative office, 

Tirunelveli District, who then demanded Rs.50,000/- for processing 

his application. Not willing to give bribe, the complainant 

approached the Vigilance and Anti-Corruption, Tirunelveli 

detachment and gave complaint. In this connection a case was 

registered and a trap was organized. Today 19.04.2023, during the 

trap proceedings, Tr.Arul Michal Santhiyagu, Village Administrative 

Officer, reiterated his earlier demand and received the bribe amount 

of Rs.50,000/- from the complainant and handed over the bribe 

money of Rs.50,000/- to Tr.Mariappan, Thalaiyari.  Tr.Mariappan, 

received the bribe money from Tr.Arul Michal Santhiyagu, Village 

Administrative Officer. The officials of the Vigilance and Anti – 

Corruption, Tirunelveli Detachment arrested both the accused.   An 

unaccounted money of Rs.16,000/- seized from the bike of 

Tr.Mariaoppan. 


